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Steady trade for Luings at 46 Premier Sale
th

The Luing breed experienced a steady trade at the Society’s 46 Premier Sale held on Friday
th
11 February at Wallets Marts, Castle Douglas. Prices held up well given the much higher
number forward of 204 (up 32 on the year). Once again there was a total clearance of all of the
females forward. Luing bulls were sold to a top price of 7,800gns with an average of £4,110.00
– down £26 on the year for two more sold; in-calf Luing heifers were bid to 2,800gns (with an
average of £1,792.99 – down £225 for 10 more sold) with Luing bulling heifers bid to 2,600gns
(£1,176.62 – down £455 for 24 more sold).
A good line up of Luing bulls were in demand with 21 of the 22 forward selling to average
£4,110 – down £26 on the year with two more sold. The top price of 7,800gns was paid by new
Luing breeder Rob Storrie of Netherwood Farm, Bathgate, for Floors Laphroaig from Floors
Farming at Duns, Berwickshire. Laphroaig was the first bull to be sold from the Floors herd at
the Premier Sale and was brought out by Farm Manager Bruce Gilchrist. Laphroaig had caught
many an eye in the parade of bulls earlier that day, weighing in at 860kg and measuring 55.5”
at the shoulder with a scrotal circumference of 39cm. He is a March 2009-born son of Wooplaw
Glen Garry and out of a home-bred Merkland Compo sired dam. Floors Farming did not have
long to reflect on their successful debut and were back at ringside within minutes to purchase
Harehead Logan for 5,000gns from Professor Penny of Harehead Farms in the Lammermuirs.
The Harehead bull line-up, brought out by Farm Manager Neil Anderson, sold extremely well
with the four forward selling to average £5,328.
The next top price saw John Lawrie (Tillyrie) Ltd. go to 7,200gns to get Benhar Logan from
Robert McNee Ltd.; another March 2009-born bull by Benhar Jaguar and out of a homebred
Luing Whisky Mac sired dam. The Benhar herd went on to re-invest in some new genetics in
the form of Harehead Lomu at 6,500gns. The Benhar herd had a good day with all four of their
bulls selling to average £4,462 including the youngest bull in the sale, Benhar Lincoln, going to
Stewart Wood’s Orkney-based herd at 4,500gns. The strong demand for bulls saw seven sell
for 5,000gns or more. Other top prices were 6,200gns paid by Glenapp Estates for Dirnanean
Lincoln from Messrs Finlay McGowan; Geoff Roddam from Blackcarts, Hexham went to
5,800gns to get Harehead Leroy; Andrew Lyth of Sheephouse Farm, Bacup, bid to 5,200gns to
secure the services of Attonburn Lumberjack with the same stable selling Attonburn Livewire at
4,800gns to BG Abbott from the Isle of Islay to give a sound average of £5,250 for two bulls.
Robert McNee Ltd. from Armadale achieved an excellent average of £2,299 for ten in-calf
heifers sold. This included a top of 2,800gns for a pair of Luing Frontier sired daughters, sold to
new Society Director David Stanners from Knowsley Park, Merseyside. This pair of Benhar incalf heifers had taken the annual Bank of Scotland prize for best in-calf heifers as judged by
Mike Halligan of Nether Stewarton, Eddleston. Professor Penny of Harehead Farms also had a
very good trade averaging £2,100 for four in-calf heifers. Also in this section of the sale, MLURI
sold three to average £1,855 and new Society Chairman Steven Murray sold 29 to average
£1,569.

Pedigree Luing bulling heifers were bid to 2,600gns with 136 sold averaging £1,176 – down
£455 on the year with 24 more sold. The top price was paid by the heifer competitions judge
Mike Halligan for a pair of heifers from D&A Barr who were his champions in this year’s
competition. This pair of Benhar Zemin sired daughters contributed to the remarkable feat of
making it five years in a row of D&A Barr’s Milkieston herd winning the annual competition for
best pair of bulling heifers. A memorable day for D&A Barr also saw them achieve the second
top average in the sale of £1,464 for 17 heifers sold. The honour of top average went to
W.Graham & Son, Craigdarroch for the second year in a row, in only their second year at the
Premier Sale; they sold four heifers to average £1,548. With the strongest line up of heifers in
years it was no surprise that they regularly sold for over 1,200gns. Other notable averages
included Cadzow Brothers Ltd. who sold 19 to average £1,458; Harehead averaged £1,274 for
11; Nunnerie sold four to average £1,260; new consignor Kildale averaged £1,239 for five;
Upper Chatto averaged £1,130 for 10; MLURI averaged £1,050 for two with Merkland levelling
at £1,015 for 13.
Commenting on the trade, new Society Chairman Steven Murray said, “We are pleased with
today’s sale as a lot of new breeders got a start with Luings. Consignors deserve a lot of credit
for bringing out such a high standard of stock – many have commented over the last couple of
days that this was the strongest offering of heifers at a Premier Sale in some years – given the
difficult conditions in preparing stock for sale over the past couple of months. In-calf heifers
were always going to struggle to match last year’s record breaking trade but an average of
£1,792 is still very good business. It was satisfying to see relatively new breeders clearly willing
to invest in the right genetics, in bulls particularly, for the long-term future of their herds. The
beef market has been under a lot of pressure over the past year and this has had a negative
impact on the breeding market which is what we have seen today. However, given the number
one concern in beef businesses today is the high cost of inputs, in particular feed, then as a
breed we are very well placed to deal with that by producing cattle that perform effectively with
very little inputs and still produce a marketable calf. With almost 40 more head of cattle entered
for this sale, the biggest in four years, and the fact that we have run out of catalogues for the
first time, that tells me that farmers are very confident in a Luing’s ability long-term and
therefore we can go forward with a lot of confidence.”
Ends
Notes to Editors:
•
At the Society’s AGM the previous evening, Steven Murray of the Rockcliffe herd near Dumfries was
appointed Chairman of the Luing Cattle Society. Steven was brought up on an upland beef and
sheep farm near Tow Law in Co. Durham. He started farming in Dumfries-shire after meeting his
wife Elaine and since 2001 they have been building up a pedigree Luing herd which now numbers
120 cows. Steven maintains that Luing cows are very easy to look after so they will keep as many as
the farm will carry and he can cope with without requiring any staff.
•
Andrew McNee of the Benhar herd at Armadale, West Lothian was appointed Vice Chairman. Andrew
runs 220 suckler cows (120 Luings and 100 Sim-Luings) in partnership with his father Roy and
brother Robert – both past Chairmen of the Society.
•
Malcolm McCall of Inverbrora, Sutherland, Bob Moffat of Wooplaw, Galashiels and David Stanners of
Knowsley Park, Merseyside, were appointed to the board to replace David Barr, Wilbert Girvan and
James Newell who all retire having served their three-year terms. Matthew Mauchlen remains on the
board as immediate past-Chairman replacing Charles Symons in this role.
•
At the Annual Luing Dinner, Ernie Coe of Hartburn, Morpeth gave a very entertaining after-dinner
speech. £1,360 was raised in the raffle to be split equally between the Royal Highland Education
Trust Dumfries & Galloway Countryside Initiative and the Scottish Spina Bifida Association.
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